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Hello readers! Even though we've entered autumn, how's
everyone faring with the continuing harsh heat? I'm puzzled
by how 1 month went by so fast.

Now, to live up to the name of “Café,” I would like use this
column to retell the journey by my gluttonous/gourmet mouth
has taken me along. The first evening in Okinawa, I wanted to
have Okinawan food, so I entered a nearby Teishoku diner. I
shared a table with Japanese people and foreigners, stared at
a katakana-filled menu, and ordered 'Champuru' like everyone
else, without knowing what it was. The sight of people
from different cultures sharing a table was like the mixed
ingredients of Champuru. And the midsummer night vibes
of Okinawa were like the egg poured over us, binding us all
together into our own Champuru.

Looking back on the busy and enjoyable month, I realize
once again the deep connection between Urasoe and the
US through experiences like learning history with the S.
American students at the Battle of Okinawa Historical Display
Museum & Urasoe Castle Ruins, meeting U.S. Consulate
Foreign Service Officers at the library, and visiting the Kinser
Fest. On the other hand, I'm grateful to have experienced the
unique flavor of Okinawa through activities like practicing
Eisa and attending an abacus school. It's been so fun everyday
meetng people and connecting with Urasoe, I don't want to
stop "Champuru-ing!"
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