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Entering Nov, as the weather phase into autumn, let's stay vigilant and
not catch a cold. Did everyone have a well-spent Halloween? Thanksgiving
is synonymous with Nov. in the US, known as a holiday that comes every
4th Thursday where families gather before a whole roast turkey and other
seasonal dishes. Chinese people nicknamed this day as “Fire Chicken Day”
(Huo Ji Jie / Turkey Day). But my family doesn't enjoy turkey much, so
instead we have Cantonese-style Ginger and Scallion Lobster annually.

At the Thanksgiving dining table, it's tradition to go around and raise one
thing or person that they are grateful for that year. This year I'd like to thank
the kindness of Okinawans. In Sept., upon touring Sun Silk, I respected and
admired the craftsmen’s spirit in not only producing a local specialty, but
also the creativity in minimizing waste by repurposing byproducts such as
the surplus of mulberry’s fruits and leaves. Furthermore, in Oct., I realized
once again just fortunate I am. With the kind support for various people, I
was also able to experience various Ryuukyuu's historical and such as Eisa
dancing by participating at the Eiso Festival and Tedako Festival that were
originally meant only for the South American Exchange Students.

Before coming to Okinawa, I was advised by many of my predecessors to
“procatively say 'Yes' to anything first.” Thanks to the advice, I was able to
not only experience Okinawan, but international experiences such as Korean
language and Peruvian cooking class. It is said that the turkey served on
Thanksgiving represents “Nature's bounty.” This year I may not be able
to have a turkey or a lobster, but my heart is already full from a “bounty”
known as Okinawa.
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