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Welcoming the New Year, I wish everyone a Happy New Year! On
Dec 6, we convened a graduation ceremony for our South American
trainees, Mayumi and Ximena. The two showcased everything they
had learned over the past 4 months, demonstrating the fruits of
their efforts. They were the most ambitious trainees in Urasoe's
history of the South American Exchange Program, having taken on
the largest number of subjects. They studied calligraphy, ikebana,
Ryukyuan dance, karate, sanshin, Japanese language, Eisa, and
even a bit of Koto just before the ceremony. Despite the daily rigors
of practice and classes, their cheerful and radiating “tiida™like (the
sun, in Okinawan) smiles never faded, and that positivity invigorated
everyone around them. Now that they've returned to their home
countries, the International Relations Section feels a little quieter.

About a week before the two returned home, my girlfriend came
to Okinawa. Though she’s born in the US, she is also Peruvian like
Ximena, and before coming to Okinawa, she had been teaching
English in Brazil, Mayumi’s home country. Hence, at our farewell
and welcoming Christmas dinner table, 4 languages: EN, JP, SP, PT,
were thrown around and lit up the night in laughers.

Changing the subject, I'd like to share some New Year’s customs
from around the world. In Brazil, it's said to bring good luck to jump
over 7 waves at the beach and matching your underwear to New
Year’s wishes (i.e., yellow for wealth). In Peru, it is customary to eat
12 grapes for good fortune. New Year's attire also varies by country:
gold & silver are common in the US, yellow in Peru, white in Brazil,
and red in China. What color did everyone wore this New Year's
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