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In July, I returned to the US for the first time since begin-
ning work in Okinawa, to attend my second-eldest sister’s
wedding in New York. As Chinese-Americans, our cultural
heritage was palpably reflected in the ceremony, my sister
adorned herself in 2 Western-style gowns and 1 traditional
Chinese gipao. The venue, replete with chandeliers, was a
Chinese banquet hall that served authentic, family-style Chi-
nese wedding dishes. My girlfriend, who accompanied me,
was astonished by how distinct Chinese weddings are from
American ones. Over 300 guests, including distant relatives
and friends, attended, far exceeding the typical American
50-150 guest count. I hope to fortunately attend a Japanese
and/or Okinawan wedding(s) during my stay to further ex-
plore and appreciate other cultural contrasts.

On a different note, during this visit, I re-evaluated the
“conveniences” of America. Previously, I habitually contrast-
ed it with Japan's affordability, ease of living, and truly “con-
venient” convenience stores. However, America’s unique
convenience lies in its multicultural, immigrant-rich society.
In just 10 days, I relished authentic American, Chinese (Can-
tonese, Fuzhounese, Shanghainese, and Uyghur), Greek, Pe-
ruvian, & Korean cuisine, each prepared by natives of those
ethnicities. Such gastronomic diversity is rare globally, and I
found it both beautiful and profoundly pride-inspiring.
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