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Dear readers, hope you enjoyed September’s special
issue. Even after a year in Urasoe/Okinawa, I recently real-
ize that I still know only the tip of the iceberg of Okinawa.
The more history & culture I absorb, I notice myself falling
into more and new rabbit holes.

In September, Urasoe’s delegation party, led by the may-
or, traveled to Hawaii to celebrate the 125th Anniversary
of Okinawan Immigration to Hawaii. Through the coordi-
nation work with the Urasoe Hawaii Shijinkai leading up
to the visit, I had the chance to learn about Okinawan-US
historical ties, that I hadn’t known as an American.

This year again I'm accompanying the new South Amer-
ican Trainees in their studies. Shunten Miyabi Eisa Troupe,
taught me about the annually dwindling of Urasoe’s youth
Eisa troupes, and the significance of their work to contin-
ue bringing michi-junee parades through neighborhoods
from the back of a truck. Urasoe Art Museum gave me a
glimpse of history, from Ryuukyu to Okinawa, as it's di-
rectly reflected across the evolution of the lacquerwares.
At the Urasoe City History Museum (*“Touch of History
Museum”), [ “touched” through the flow of cultural devel-
opments starting from the Shell Mound Period. Each fur-
ther deepened my understanding of Urasoe.
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