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Recently, I've begun to think that an ibasho is a place
where you can genuinely appreciate the fact that you are
there. As my CIR work nears its end in July, this idea reso-
nates with me deeply as I reevaluated my future.

For this year’s Golden Week, I traveled around Kyushu,
Fukuoka and Oita’s flower fields, Kumamoto and Miyaza-
ki's Aso highlands, and Kagoshima’'s majestic Sakurajima. I
finally fulfilled my long-held wish of having authentic Ku-
mamoto ramen in Kumamoto. I loved it, though I realized
I actually prefer a certain Urasoe’s Kumamoto-style ramen
shop more (lol). That small discovery made me appreciate
it even more. Everywhere I went, the bountiful nature and
human warmth consistently made me "appreciate"the mar-
velousness of Japan.

When [ returned to Okinawa and ate Okinawa champon at
the airport, a warm sense of “I'm home” washed over me.
Even though I speak 5 languages, I've long struggled, like
many cosmopolitan people, to feel a firm sense of identity
or belonging in any one country. However, I realized that
ibasho was never a place, but rather a time, NOW, a realiza-
tion that finally eased a lingering worry. As my term ends, I
hope to appreciate my current ibasho, cherish the time left
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