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DiplomaSee-You-Later

It's difficult to believe that two years have passed since
I arrived in Urasoe. When people hear the word “diploma-
cy,” many often think of negotiations between countries;
summit meetings, international conferences, and etc.
When [ first started as a Coordinator for International Re-
lations (CIR), I also imagined the job to be strict and filled
with formal duties such as delegation interpretations and
translation works. While those are certainly significant
aspects of diplomacy, they are built upon the steady, of-
ten unseen efforts that take place every day that ends up
fostering mutual understanding and trust between people.
Playing with children at kindergartens and children's cen-
ters, reading books at libraries, guiding troubled foreign-
ers at the city hall, and even writing this column are all
forms of that foundation.

Ten years from now, few of the children I met will prob-
ably remember the English words or trivia about Amer-
ica, I taught them. However, if they remember that they
played with a friendly American, then I believe I'll have
fulfilled my role in public diplomacy. Diplomacy isn't a
privilege known only to governments and diplomats, each
and every one of us, can participate through simple daily
exchanges. And I wish that Urasoe’s efforts towards be-
coming a culturally rich and international city will contin-
ue to be carried forward by future CIRs and its residents.

Thank you very much for the past two years.
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