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What's the deal with sarcasm?

Sarcasm is used quite often in America. For example, if it
rains on the day of a baseball game, then you might hear some
people say, “What a great day to play baseball!” But for people
unfamiliar with the concept of sarcasm, saying the opposite of
what you mean can be difficult to understand.

One of the main reasons that sarcasm is used is to be
humorous. Americans often insert jokes or light comments
into conversation to invite laughter or to lighten up the
atmosphere, and sarcasm is just another type of method of
doing so. A friend of mine told me how he always greets his
Japanese coworkers with “Hisashiburi (long time no see)”. Of
course, not everyone understands exactly why he would say
that even though they meet every morning. These types of
situations where sarcasm isn't picked up is one type of humor.

In addition, sarcasm can also be used to express how things
did not go as expected or to hide criticism from another
person. Although, some people may have noticed that this
type of communication contradicts how I mentioned that
Americans are frank in speech. This contradiction exists
because sarcasm can also be taken as a negative comment
despite its quirky humor. In other words, most people tend
to only use sarcasm with people they are close to and have a
certain level of trust with, or people who are likely to laugh
and not get offended by it.

Finally, if you have a really difficult time deciphering
sarcasm, try asking the speaker if they are being sarcastic and
just hope that their answer isn't another sarcastic reply.
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