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Mother’s Day throughout the World

Hello everyone! This year, Mother’s Day falls on May 14th. Now, I
don’t know about you guys, but whenever Mother’s Day starts to get
close, I always start missing my mom! Mother’s Day in America is not
so different from Mother’s Day in Japan--- but what about other places
around the world? This month, I would like to introduce to you some
of the ways that Mother’s Day is celebrated throughout the world.

First though, I'd like to tell you about the origins of Mother’s Day. It
is held that the first ever Mother’s Day was celebrated in 1905 when
American Ana Jarvis wanted to hold a ceremony in honor of her
mother who she lost 2 years prior. Jarvis’ Mother’s Day quickly spread,
and in 1914 the second Sunday in May was designated officially as the
national holiday of Mother’s Day in America. The tradition of giving
flowers as a gift on Mother’s Day also began with Jarvis.

In 1915, the first Japanese Mother’s Day was celebrated in a church
- Mother’s Day had spread all the way from America to Japan! This is
why Japan’s Mother’s Day is so similar to Americas, and why both are
celebrated on the second Sunday of May. Actually, countries like Italy
and Finland celebrate their Mother’s Day on the second Sunday in May
as well.

But there are also countries that celebrate Mother’'s Day on a
different day. For example, South Korea’s “Mother/Father’s Day” is
celebrated on May 8th each year, and encompasses both Mother’s Day
and Father’s Day. In India, Mother’s “Day” isn’t actually just one day,
but rather takes the form of the 10-day-long “Durga Puja Festival”
celebrated in October. The festival gets its name from the goddess,
Durga who is also known as the Universal Mother. In Africa, Ethiopia’s
Mother’s Day also takes the form of a festival celebration. At the
beginning of the fall season, when Ethiopia’s rainy season comes to a
close, the Antrosht Festival begins! During the 3-day-long festival,
families enjoy a feast comprised of meat hunted by the men and
vegetables harvested by the women over stories of family heroes.

So, how have all of you celebrated Mother’s Day in the past? If you
were born and raised in America and Japan, you've probably celebrated
by giving your mom flowers, sweets and cards and spending the day
with her. In Japan and America, Mother’s Day is only one day, but that
doesn’t mean that you have to limit celebrating how great your mom is
to just that one day! Let’s do our best every day to expressing our
feelings of gratitude for our moms!
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