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In the article “Reverse Culture Shock” that I wrote for this year's
January edition of Kouhou Urasoe, I explained how one might feel reverse
culture shock, (a sense of discomfort with one’s own culture and customs,)

g and gave some examples. On rereading that article, I remembered a
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America because they emigrated from another country in search of a
better life. And even though they were born on different land and into a
different culture and under different circumstances, they acquire
American citizenship and in doing so officially become Americans and are
treated just as any other American. Of course there are also people who
will say that they do not consider themselves patriots, but I think that
they are few and far between.

From the perspective of a non-American, American patriotism
probably seems strange, and maybe even scary. But, there is a difference
between loving the essential aspects of your country, and thinking, “I love
my country and because of that my country can do no wrong.” This is the
difference between Patriotism and Nationalism, and it is important not to
confuse these ideas.
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