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Picture book reading

I was never one for reading books to others, but
[ remember having my brother, parents, and even
upperclassmen from elementary school read books to me.
As a matter of fact, I don't think I cared much for books
at the time. I would think that playing would be so much
more fun than reading a book. But despite this, I always
found myself enjoying each book reading session. There
was something captivating about hearing the reader
change their voice and tone to match the characters and
scenes. This style of reading was something I couldn’t
experience alone and it always helped me see the story
with more detail. In hindsight, I think getting this
exposure to book reading is what led me to like reading
in the first place.

Now, as a part of my work, I am able to read picture
books in English at the public library once a month.
Although I haven't been able to do so recently due to
COVID-19, I often find myself relating to the families that
take time out of their day to listen to me read. Without
any real experience in book reading, I end up trying to
imitate what I had experienced as a child, so hearing my
audience whisper certain vocabulary that they pick up or
noticing them listening intently to me reading always fills
me with a sense of achievement. Even if the stories are
in a foreign language to them, the kids are able to follow
along and some even actively participate, which is always
a pleasant surprise. I might not be used to reading aloud
to others, but I'll certainly do my best as long as someone
is there to listen to me.
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