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Tell It To Me Straight, Doc

There’s a point when you know you've lived in Japan for
too long. For me, that moment was when I naturally used
ambiguous phrases to turn down an invitation. Of course,
this kind of ambiguity is pretty useful in certain situations,
but it really only works when people understand why you're
trying to be ambiguous in the first place. So exactly how do
Japanese try to approach others that don’t “read between the
lines?”

There’s no wrong answer, but I think that Japanese who
can say what they're honestly thinking can get along well
with Americans. For one reason, it's incredibly difficult
to understand what others are thinking, especially if that
person is from a different culture. In addition to that, trying
to assume what others are thinking is a rude thing to do in
America.

What I mean to say is that Japanese tend to have others
interpret their thoughts by ‘reading between the lines,”
which Americans can do sometimes, but most often than not
will decide to hear the truth before assuming anything. At
the very least, I think that Japanese should be honest when
talking with Americans to make communication smoother.
If that's too difficult, than at least explain why you can't be
honest. After all, explaining your culture to another person of
a differing culture helps deepen cultural understanding.
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