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American Graduation Ceremonies

In Japan, graduation ceremonies probably make you think about the
month of March, but did you know that in America, graduation ceremonies
actually happen in June? In America, the “fiscal year” of a school is
referred to as the “Academic Year” and begins with the fall semester
(September-December) and ends with the spring semester (January-june).

The procession of an American graduation ceremony begins with the
students walking into the venue and taking their seats, followed closely
by teachers and administrators. The type of venue used for the ceremony
will differ from school to school, but they are often held in school
gymnasiums, just like ceremonies in Japan. However, when I graduated
there were so many family members of students who wanted to attend
the ceremony that it had to be held at a local university’s gymnasium.
After the students and teachers have taken their seats, it is common for
the principal of the school to give an opening address. Usually, before the
principal speaks, the national anthem or the school song is often sung in
unison, but we did not do this at my graduation. After the principal’s
speech, there is often a guest speaker, but if there is not a guest speaker,
the next person to speak will be the valedictorian (the student in the
graduating class with the highest grades). At my graduation, the
salutatorian (the person with the 2nd highest grades) and the student
with the best original speech submitted to the principal were also chosen
to speak. In Japan, there is a tradition where the 11th graders (who are
present at the ceremony) stand up and congratulate the graduating class,
and the graduating seniors offer some words of encouragement to the
11th graders. In America, there is no such tradition. In fact, the 11th grade
class is not present at the graduation ceremony. Instead, the students who
are chosen to give speeches talk about their high school experiences on
behalf of the entire class and how they intend to use these experiences to
achieve their future goals.

After the speeches, diplomas are handed out. Each student is presented
with his or her diploma by the principal along with some parting words of
congratulation. By the way, have you ever seen the special clothing that
is worn at American graduation ceremonies? The traditional dress is a
cap and gown that, at a glance, would probably remind you of Harry
Potter. Under the gown, men wear suits and women usually wear dresses.
When the principal says his last “Congratulations!”
signaling the end of the ceremony, the graduating class
tosses their caps into the air. To be honest, I'm really not
sure where this tradition comes from, but it’s pretty fun!

If you really think about it, American and Japanese ,{‘h
graduation ceremonies aren’t so different. But you can .(.\
never clearly understand the unique characteristics of =

an American ceremony unless you experience one for
yourself, so if you have the chance, definitely go and
check one out!
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