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Lunch Time

The Urasoe City Anthem plays from the speakers
throughout Urasoe City Hall as the clock strikes twelve.
While the music is cheerful and bright, I still do not know
what the lyrics are. The final “U-ra-so-e-shi-/" is the only
part that sticks. As the “sA/-" sound rings in my ears, I
realize that lunchtime has started. The lights slowly fade
out, and one-by-one, people begin to get ready for lunch. I
do the same, grabbing the small-sized lunch that I ordered
and slowly begin to eat.

As I am eating, someone who finished eating takes
out a toothbrush from his bag and heads toward the
restroom. Cleanliness must be important to him, 1 think
as [ finish eating my lunch. I save the rubber bands from
my lunchbox, and as I begin to clean up I hear the sound
of brushing from the nearby washroom. Perhaps he ate
some garlic, I assume and head to the trash bin. I pass
by the washroom and see someone brushing his teeth.
Brush, brush. The sound of brushing echoes.

[ hurry along and head to the restroom. While the
sound of brushing from the washroom fades away, I begin
to hear more brushing coming from the restroom. Brush,
brush. When I think about it, there were not many people
who brushed their teeth after lunch in Hawaii. Even when
[ studied abroad in Japan, I don't remember seeing anyone
do so. But, right now, someone is brushing their teeth
right in front of me. And I'm just so bewildered by it.

I cannot help but find it strange each time I hear
brushing during lunch.
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