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Thinking about America’s future in Okinawa

The Japan-US Alliance affects Okinawa in many ways.
Students that experience this on a daily basis visited
America in 2018 and 2019 through the Thinking of
Okinawa’s Future in the United States (TOFU) Program.
The program allows participants to talk with government
officials and visit important sites to improve their
understanding of Japan-US relations.

Even in America, there are not many chances to talk
with government officials, so I appreciate that Japanese
students could visit as delegates for Japan. When I lived in
Hawaii, I did not learn much about Japan or Okinawa. My
studies were also through an American filter. Once I came
to Japan, then I started thinking about learning through
Japan'’s perspective.

I think that going to the other country, or talking with
people who have is something that could change how we
think. Even the TOFU participants promoted Okinawan
and Japanese culture through social media and shared
what they learned at their own schools. It's both an
excellent chance to educate and gives food for thought.
Have I left a positive impression on each person I met as a
representative of my country, and what have they taught
me about Okinawa so far? Similarly, what have I taught
them about America? I think that these are important to
creating friendly ties between America and Okinawa.
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