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Uncertainty, Adventure and Experience

A little while ago, after work, I went to the video store to rent a DVD
of one of my favorite shows. When I go to the video store, I always take
the same way. Actually, when I go anywhere that I go to regularly, I
always take the same way to get there. It just feels right, you know?

Well, this time was going to be different. “This time I'll take a different
way home!” I thought. So, I left the video store, and instead of turning
left like I always do, this time I turned right. I quickly took my first steps
in that direction, so as not to give myself enough time to have a change
of heart.All of a sudden, I was encircled by a totally unfamiliar scene.
The ramen shop on my left, the flower shop on my right, the old man
staring at me from down the street; everything was new and exciting!
One step at a time, I walked further and further into this new place, all
the while keeping the streets that I was taking like a map in the back of
my head. Starting when I was in elementary school and all throughout
high school, T was a boy scout, eventually earning my Eagle. So, I
consider myself to be pretty good with directions. However, I soon
realized something very alarming. I had no idea where I was. The first
thing that I thought was, “Whatever, I'll just use the map function on my
phone.” And I reached into my pocket to grab it. But no sooner had I
touched my phone, then the voice in my head spoke up, “Hang on a
second. This is kind of a mini adventure, isn’t it? Let’s try to get back
home without using the phone, shall we?” So, remembering the path
that I took to get to where I was, I turned on the spot and began to
retrace my steps. “That’s right,” I thought, “there’s the ramen shop, and
the flower shop from before.” After about 20 minutes, I was back at the
video store. I took a deep breath, and then turned left to take the usual
way back home, smiling the whole way.

So what’s the point of this story? Well, to put it shortly, there’s always
a silver lining. Even though I got lost, I got to experience a new place
and discover new things. At first it seemed bad, but it actually turned out
to be a really nice experience. In this day and age, people grab their
phones as soon as it seems like something bad is going to happen. Cell
phones and the internet make it so easy to just look up the solution to a
problem quickly without having to think about it at all. But is this really
a good thing, all the time? If I had used my phone when I got lost, I
probably could have gotten home in about 15 minutes. Instead, it took
40. Yes, I felt out of my comfort zone, but not using my phone required
me to think for myself and in the process, the whole experience became
kind of an adventure. Sometimes, putting down the phone is the right
decision.
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