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Friends from South America

In various Okinawan municipalities, there are programs
that help Okinawa emigrant descendants strengthen bonds
between their countries and Okinawa and help them learn
about their Okinawan roots. For Urasoe, the program invites
two interns from Brazil, Argentina, and Peru for a four-
month long internship. Even when the internship ends, the
participants continue their activities to promote Okinawan
culture in their home countries and even post updates about
it on the Urasoe City homepage.

Right around now, I would be waiting expectantly for
the new interns to arrive, but due to the novel coronavirus
pandemic, the program was unfortunately cancelled. As
I also have Japanese ancestry, I always look forward to
meeting the interns and get to interact quite a bit with them
while here thanks to being able to speak a common language
with them. But most of all, I have nothing but respect for
their activeness in participating in Okinawa activities and
their passion in learning about their Okinawan roots.

Even though I also have Okinawan roots, I never really
thought much about it when I was in Hawaii. I never had
many friends of Okinawan descent, and I didn't really know
about the Hawaii United Okinawa Association. Talks about
Okinawa began to dwindle at home and eventually I pushed
the idea of having Okinawan roots to the back of my mind.
When I first arrived in Okinawa and experienced the culture,
that thought remained at the back of my head. It wasn't until
I met my friends from South America that I finally started to
appreciate my roots and begin looking for my own identity.
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