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“Atikku” on youth centers

When I was a kid, I played freeze tag and hide and seek
so many times that I can't even recall how often I would
play. I remember one time in elementary, all of the kids
in the same grade tried to play freeze tag during recess,
but the teachers eventually stopped us thinking it was too
dangerous. Party poopers.

Fast forward ten years or so and now I'm here in
Okinawa. As a CIR, I am able to visit kindergartens and
youth centers to interact with kids as part of my work.
During these visits, I introduce foreign cultures and
things about Hawaii through activities giving the kids
a chance to experience international exchange. In a
nutshell, I get to play with the local kids as part of my job.

After visiting youth centers numerous times, I've
learned one particular word called “Atikku.” At first, I
mistook this word as “attack” and wondered why kids
would be talking about something so violent sounding
with such excitement. But now I know. Atikku isn't violent
sounding. It IS violent; a never-ending dodgeball-like sport
that seems to be the most popular amongst kids that
enjoy physical activity. There’s even competitions for this
sport!

Youth centers also host fun events like local festivals or
the yearly youth center festivals, but the kid in me knows
that Atikku is where the real fun is at. Even though the
main reason I go to the centers is to introduce American
culture, I've found myself secretly looking forward to
getting a chance to play this crazy sport.
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