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The impact of intercultural communication

For the past year, I have talked about various differences
and tips about communicating with Americans. In
comparison to communication between Japanese,
communicating with Americans requires directness and a
bit of joviality, but these are the main differences among a
pool of minor ones. Although these differences have a small
impact on communication overall, they can be the source
for unintentional misunderstanding.

To draw an example, Japanese may find American
directness rude whereas Americans may find Japanese
indirectness irritating. What is normal to one culture
may be completely foreign to another, and this goes for
all cultures and not just Japanese-American relations.
Changing one’s perspective or exposing oneself to more
intercultural communication are great ways to reduce
misunderstandings.

Many tourists visit Okinawa each year, and children
of Uchinanchu descent are currently living abroad. Even
though there is a language barrier, these individuals have
connections to Okinawa and most likely want to converse
with Okinawans. By the same token, the number of foreign
residents continues to increase, and with Tokyo Olympics
around the corner, the chances to meet a foreigner will only
go up in frequency. Instead of giving in to the language
barrier, trying to use translation devices or gestures are
invaluable to intercultural
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