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Travel Like a Local, Live Like a Tourist

Lately I've been able to explore Urasoe City thanks
to a project for work, and I must say that the scenery is
beautiful! From the coast to the rolling hills, there is so
much to see here in the city of tedako that is normally
hidden away. Of course, I always wanted to go exploring
since I am technically a foreigner!

However, if I think back to when I was living in Hawaii,
[ know for a fact that I haven't explored around the island,
nor did I even think about going to explore. Most likely, I
acted this way because I thought I could do so at any time
since I lived there. But after going abroad and interacting
with people from different countries, I realized that I
should have seen more of Hawaii in hindsight. Every time
I try to explain about Hawaii, I sound like some kind of
tourist guide rather than a local.

Then I started to think about when my parents would
take me around the island as a child. They seemed to
know a little bit about everywhere, and that always
amazed me. After living in one place for so long, you start
to learn about places naturally through family, friends,
media, etc., but I don't want to be as complacent as I was
back in Hawaii. I want to learn more about Hawaii and
Okinawa. I have plenty of time to do so, but who knows
when I might have to share my experiences with someone
else. At the very least, I want to talk about specific things
like how “the Urasoe Park playground is super fun!” or “the
view from Kamiji is beautiful!”
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