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Adoption: Another Part of American Culture

According to information published by the United States Depart-
ment of State, American couples and families adopted 11,058 children
under the age of 18 in the year 2010. In that same year in Japan,
according to a study published by the Japanese Ministry of Health
Labor and Welfare, only 309 minors were adopted in the entire
country. When I looked at the difference between these two numbers,
I was surprised to say the least. No matter how you feel though, this
data begs the question”is America adopting more than normal, or is
Japan adopting less than normal “As it turns out, after some research,
both are true. In fact, the United States has the largest number of
adoption cases each year, more than any other country in the world.
This month, I would like to briefly talk about the factors that might
make adoption so desirable to Americans.

In America, adoption is highly common and children are adopted’
not just domestically, but from other countries around the world as
well. Among my friends, 3 are adopted, one of whom was adopted
from a foreign country. Actually, my dad was adopted as well! Most
Americans do not consider adoption to be a bad thing. In fact, the
opposite is true. Overwhelmingly, people feel that adopting a child
whose parents or legal guardians would otherwise be unable to
provide for the child, to be a wholesome and honorable act. For this
reason, adoptive parents are respected in American culture.

There are many reasons why one might adopt, but probably the
most common is to provide a better life and greater opportunities for
a child in need. There are those who feel that because they have been
so lucky in life, it is their duty to help those who, by no fault of their
own, have not been so fortunate. In many cases, it is not just the
adoptive parents who wish to provide a better life for the child.
Parents who put their own child up for adoption often understand
that, given their own circumstances, they will not be able to provide
this child with the life they feel their child deserves. Similarly, there
are some people who dream of being parents, but for one reason or
another are not able to become pregnant themselves. This is also a
reason that one might choose to adopt.

Currently, people who were adopted (children and adults) make up
about 2% of the population of the United States. Celebrities like
Angelina Jolie and Brad Pitt have even made major headlines because
of their adopted children. I think that America’s view on adoption is
unique, and that is what makes it so prominent in our culture.
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