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What exactly is "Skipping a Grade?"

This month, I want to talk about something that might seem a little strange
to a Japanese person looking at Western culture.

If you went to school in Japan, did you have a classmate who was maybe
1 or 2 years older than you? My guess is probably not.

This, however, is actually pretty common in America. This is because we
have a system that allows students to skip grade levels!

Under certain circumstances, students can skip ahead full grade levels
(from 1st to 2nd grade of elementary school for example) or simply skip
ahead to a higher level of a particular class (an 8 year old could potentially
take 4th grade level math).

Now then, how exactly does one go about skipping a grade?

In many cases, the first thing that happens is that the parents of the child
in question will set up a meeting to consult with the head of the school
(principal, headmaster etc.) At the meeting, all parties will discuss not just
the potential merits of the child skipping a grade, but also make sure that
the parents have considered the negative side to skipping ahead as well.
Next, if the parents recieve permission from the school, the child will be
challenged with a test. Generally, there are two kinds of tests. If a student
wants to skip a whole grade level, then a test regarding the material for that
grade level will be administered. You can think of this kind of like an
entrance examination in Japan. On the other hand, if you wish to skip
ahead to a higher level of a particular class, you will take an exam just on
the material of that class. The test will incorporate both easy and difficult
questions, and the student's placement will be determined based on how
they score on the test. In some cases, verbal interview-like tests will be
administered as well.

Of course, it goes without being said that failing the test will result in the
student not being able to skip ahead.

There are a lot of debates and arguments surrounding the issue of skipping
ahead. What is the advantage for the child? Are there more advantages
than disadvantages? Will the child be able to make friends? Personally, I
don't think that there is a "right answer" to any of these questions. Of
course you can look at studies and objective data, but in the end it is a
personal decision that must be made at home.

Here's something to think about- What if it were possible to skip ahead in
Japan? Would you want to do it? How would you make the decision?
Different countries are, well, different! Sometimes these differences can
even seem a little strange. But it's the strangeness that makes it all interest-
ing!
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