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A Place for Cultural Exchange

It's one of my duties as a Coordinator for International
Relations to carry out a program known as “Hanging out
with Mariko” (Mariko to asobou). As a part of this program, I
visit municipal kindergartens and childcare facilities and
introduce children to American culture or teach them basic
English phrases. The program varies depending on the
season. At the beginning of the year it could include New
Year games, in the summer I take part in collecting cicadas,
and in the fall I'll talk about Halloween or Christmas.

I felt a bit anxious the very first time I visited a kindergar-
ten for work, thinking, “they probably can't tell that I'm half
Japanese and can speak Japanese just by looking at me...I
hope I don't startle them too much.” But, after actually
going to the kindergarten, children about 4-5 years old
gathered around me with smiles and a look of interest on
their faces, asking, “are you Mariko-san? Oh, you are!”
Their welcoming gestures helped melt away the uneasiness
I was feeling. I received guidance from teachers at my first
kindergarten visit and felt relieved as I spent time with the
children.

To tell you the truth, my first time truly interacting with
children was after I moved to Urasoe. My predecessor had
told me that I would be spending quite a bit of time with
children, and until then I had only really interacted with my
relatives' children. I had no idea how to act around children
at school visits and was worried.

It's been nearly two years since my first kindergarten visit,
and I have now gone to almost all of the kindergartens and
childcare facilities in Urasoe. I'll be leaving the city in July
and until then, I hope to continue to enjoy my time with the
children here!
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