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Graduation Day

In Japan, graduation takes place in the month of March.
Graduations here are completely different to those that I've
come to know back home.

You all probably know this already, but in Japan and the
US, graduations take place during different seasons.
Japanese graduations happen in March as schools here
welcome the new school year in April. In the US, however,
school years typically begin around September and
graduations take place toward the end of May through early
June, preceding long summer vacations. It isn't strange for
American schools to have nearly a thousand students per
graduating class, resulting in long ceremonies; not only that,
but ceremonies taking place at the start of summer make
them incredibly exhausting.

Another difference between graduations are the wardrobes.
Japanese high school students wear their uniforms, whereas
college students wear hakamas or suits to their ceremonies.
Stateside, both high school and college students wear the
good old cap and gown. You might have seen them in TV
shows or movies, but for many Americans the most highly
anticipated moment is throwing your cap in the air the
minute the ceremony is over. I've experienced this, and I'll
admit that throwing your cap in the air with your fellow
classmates gives you a true sensation of happiness from
graduating, as well as a feeling of freedom.

There are more differences than similarities between
Japanese and American graduations, but the number one
similarity between the two has to be the students' feeling of
happiness. It marks the end of a chapter in life as well as a
new beginning, too. In fact, many graduation ceremonies in
the US are labeled “Commencement” which can mean “to
begin/beginning”. What lies ahead of you after graduating is
also the start of your real life. So, to those of you graduating
this month, congratulations!
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