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Summer's Natural Disasters

Among the summers I've spent in Okinawa, the humid-
ity, sunlight, and typhoons are what leave an impression.
As a child, I visited Okinawa a number of times during
summer vacation to see relatives and always witnessed
typhoons. Summers here can be unbearably hot and the
thought of possible power outages fills me with fear.
Hurricanes and tornadoes break out when it becomes
warmer in America. My home state of Indiana is located
in the flatlands of the Midwest, far from any coastlines, so
there are rarely any hurricanes but tornadoes occur every
single year.

Have you heard of the region in America known as
“Tornado Alley”? It's located between the Rocky and
Appalachian Mountain ranges, where warm, humid air
rises from the Gulf of Mexico and collides with the cool,
dry air from the Rockies and the north. This collision
causes unstable conditions in the atmosphere, making it
easy for tornadoes to form. Indiana also happens to be
located in Tornado Alley.

Before tornadoes are formed, strong thunderstorms
occur and the sky changes to a yellowish-green color. I've
personally never seen a tornado before but the areas I've
lived in have been issued with tornado watches and warn-
ings multiple times. Many houses in America have
basements, so in case a tornado is nearby, one always
takes shelter in their basement. I too have experienced
taking shelter a number of times, and I consider myself
lucky because every time, those tornadoes steered away.
Not everyone is as fortunate, though. Tornadoes are
extemely horrible weather phenomenon that destroy
people’s houses and even take lives.

Okinawa will soon enter prime typhoon season, so I
hope that you please be prepared! Carelessness is prohib-

ited!
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