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The Differences of Common Knowledge and

Practices

I recently found a conversation online about all the common
knowledge and practices of the world. I found it quite interesting and
as I continued to read, one thing became clear: that Japan and the
West have a great deal of differences. I sensed this again when I
recently went back to the US. I think it's safe to say that Americans
visiting Japan for the first time will experience quite the culture
shock.

The first difference is at eating establishments. When eating at a
restaurant in Japan, it's pretty standard for the food that you've
ordered to come out as soon as it's finished being prepared. Also, once
someone's meal is on the table, said person is expected to begin
eating. However, in America it's common knowledge to start a meal
after everyone's food has been served. Most Americans will not begin
to eat their meals until everyone else has their food, as it's considered
rude to be the only one eating at the table.

The next difference is on the topic of smoking. Many pubs and bars
here in Japan allow people to smoke as they please even to this day,
but the majority of bars and restaurants in America forbid smoking
indoors. In states such as California and New York, smoking is prohib-
ited in all enclosed public spaces. The reason behind this is because
smoking is seen as an annoyance and an inconvenience to
non-smokers.

Differences in the aspect of everyday life exist too, such as people
in Japan not blowing their noses in public. In America, though, the
sound of sniffling is considered annoying, so even if an American is at
work or on a train, they're fine with blowing their nose. As people, we
can't help but have allergies and catch colds, therefore Americans
believe it's only natural to blow their noses regardless of where they
are.

There are many more differences within common knowledge and
practices, but I've run out of space to write. If youre interested in the
topic, ask one of your non-Japanese friends about it!
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