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Christmas Lights

December is the month of Christmas, and Christ-
mas means Christmas lights. It doesn't snow in
Okinawa, nor does it get very cold. I thought Christ-
mas lights were pretty sparse here and that it would
be difficult to get into the Christmas mood. But about
a year ago, I went up north to a resort hotel in Nago
with my friends to check out the lights they had on
display, and that was the first time I have ever felt
the atmosphere remotely feeling like Christmas in
Okinawa.

In the US, the stretch between Thanksgiving and
New Years is known as the Holiday Season. My
family has a tradition of getting the Christmas tree,
lights and decorations out of the storage on Thanks-
giving day to prepare for Christmas. Not only do we
look forward to decorating our own tree, but to check
out our neighbors' Christmas lights and decorations,
too. I think it's fairly common in Japan to go see
Christmas lights with close friends, but it was always
something I looked forward to doing during the
holidays with my family ever since I was a child. I
was able to do so when I went home last year after a
year and a half of being away; my family and I drove
around our neighborhood at night to see all of the
displays. The town hall in which my family lives was
also covered in lights and had an adorable giant
inflatable Santa placed out front.

Urasoe's Kyozuka area has Christmas lights this
time of year as well, so even when I'm far away from
my family, I can still sense that Christmas spirit. I
hope you can all go see some lights this year!
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