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Strange New Year's Traditions

Happy New Year! Speaking of Japanese New Year's traditions, it's
to have the entire house cleaned by New Year's Eve, eat traditional
New Year's dishes, and to do hatsumode (first shrine visit of the year).
What I think is most interesting Japanese New Year's tradition, is
otoshidama — New Year's gift money that only children receive. The
only time I can really think of when American children receive
money from their adult relatives, are birthdays.

As for American New Year's traditions, the most well-known has
to be the ball drop that takes place in New York City's Time Square.
An enormous, glittery ball hangs from a building in Times Square
and slowly descends as the countdown nears midnight, which it then
falls to just six meters above the ground as the clock strikes 12:00. At
that moment, a cloud of confetti falls from the surrounding buildings
in Times Square.

I researched strange New Year's traditions from other countries,
and here is what I found:

1. Estonia: Eat seven times a day

2. Denmark: Throw old dishes against the doors of friends and family
3. Switzerland: Drop ice cream on the floor

4. Scotland: Bring a gift, such as whiskey, to a friend or relative's
house (first-footing)

5. Spain: Eat twelve grapes at midnight

6. Central and South America: Wear colored underwear

7. Peru (in a small village near Cusco): Having fist fights with your
close friends and relatives

8. Colombia: Walk around with an empty suitcase for a day

9. Philippines: Wear clothes with polka dots

10. South Africa: Toss old furniture and electronics out of the window

All around the world, countries have their own unique traditions of
entering the New Year. I'd personally like to try Spain's tradition of
eating twelve grapes at midnight. To the folks of Urasoe, how about
you try one of them out as well? I hope 2015 is a wonderful year for
you alll
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