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Poky Free Blkes (About my hometown)

It all started with a couple friends looking for a way to address the
problems of air pollution and reliance on fossil fuels. They began spending
much of their free time repairing used bicycles in their apartment. The
bicycles were usually donated or found abandoned around town. Once the
bicycles were repaired, they would give them to friends and acquaintances for
free. By domg this, they hoped to encourage more cycling in Pocatello. It'sa
very simple idea, but one which has many positive effects: reusing items
which would otherwise be left to rust in a shed somewhere, encouraging
people to get more exercise, and doing something to help decrease the amount
of exhaust being let off into the atmosphere.

Within a couple of years they became amazing bike mechanics, and
purchased a nearby abandoned building in hopes of renovating it to turn it
into a bicycle repair shop. With the support of friends and other like-minded
individuals in the community, the renovation has advanced to an impressive
degree. The bike shop opened in the basement of the building back in 2005,
and they are currently hard at work transforming the rest of the place into a
community center. A small library and meeting space are already available
for use in the building.

I should mention that this bike shop might be a little different from what
you are imagining. The goal of the shop is to teach cyclists how to repair or
build their own bicycle. One doesn't go there to hand over their bike and wait
serenely while an expert repairs it for them, one actively searches out parts
from the shop and learns how to install or adjust them. Alternatively one can
build their own bicycle from scratch using parts salvaged from other used
bicycles. Most of the parts are donated and everyone who works in the shop
is a volunteer, so everything is free. One leaves the shop not only with a
working bicycle, but with a working knowledge of how to solve simple
mechanical problems. This represents an open attitude toward sharing
knowledge which I respect greatly.

[ am no master bike mechanic, but thanks to my friends I have reached the
point where I can identify and repair a number of bicycle-related problems on
my own. Each time a reparation goes smoothly it reminds me of my friends
back home and brings a smile to my face. Their dedication and willingness to
experiment are both constant sources of inspiration for me. Thanks guys!
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