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Hey There Tiger - New Year's Around the World

Akemashite omedetogozaimasu and welcome to 2010, aka the Year of
the Tiger! I hope everyone here in Urasoe has been able to enjoy the
holidays and spend some time relaxing with friends and family. We're
heading into the coldest season of the year now on Okinawa, so please
make sure to bundle up and stay warm. In the meantime, Il probably be
walking around in a T-shirt since it still seems pretty warm out to me.

New Year's in Japan strikes me as a relatively quiet holiday. From my
understanding, it is a time to reunite with one's family, enjoy traditional
o-sechi cuisine, and reflect on what lies ahead. To some degree, these
kinds of activities probably take place all over the world at this time of
year. According to my experience in the United States and Europe
though, New Year's there is more centered around rowdy celebration.
We don't traditionally hold bdnenkai (end of the year parties), so we tend
to roll everything into one big party on the evening of December 31st.

Growing up in Idaho, we almost always planned a large party at our
house or went to a party at afriend's house on New Year's Eve.
Oftentimes these parties take the form of a potluck, so there are all sorts
of yummy homemade dishes to try. Many people drink alcohol, meaning
the festivities tend to get wilder and louder as the evening wears on. I
love the atmosphere of these gatherings, adults and children alike
laughing, talking, and eating far into the night.

While living in Berlin, Germany, I witnessed an interesting New Year's
custom. As you may know, beer is very popular in Germany. On New
Year's Eve, a lot of people are out in the street drinking and celebrating.
Once they finish a beer, they throw the bottle on the ground and smash
it! This is usually accompanied by a loud yell of joy. By the end of the
night, the streets are completely littered with broken glass. Obviously
this is not a good night to go for a drive or a ride on your bicycle.

Whether you rang in New Year's with a visit to the local shrine or by
smashing a beer bottle on the ground, I hope that the coming year will
be full of joy and opportunities for personal growth for all of us. Have a
nice 2010!
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