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The Idaho-Japan Connection

Last month I wrote about the wide open spaces to be found in my home state of Idaho. It
might surprise you to learn that in the middle of all this open space, there is a beautiful
Japanese garden. Even more surprisingly, my father, who had no previous experience in
garden design, was instrumental in the creation of the garden! Let me explain.

My father often helps realize public art projects in my hometown. The organization he
works with was asked to install some sort of art piece at the entrance to the local airport
which would serve to welcome visitors to Pocatello. Exploring a number of possibilities, he
eventually came up with the idea of creating a Japanese garden to commemorate our sister
city relationship with the town of Iwamizawa on Hokkaido. He began furiously researching
Japanese gardens and read a number of texts on the subject, including an English translation
of the Sakuteiki(1).

After presenting the idea to the airport staff and arts council in our town, his proposal was
approved. He devoted himself to fundraising for the garden, and a number of volunteers
stepped forward to help with everything from choosing plants to helping move huge stones to
the garden site. A Japanese-American friend of ours who had created several Japanese
gardens in the past served as advisor for the project. It took over a year of hard work by
volunteers to create the garden, which is now largely finished and ready to be inaugurated
this summer, on the occasion of a visit to Pocatello by Japanese students from Iwamizawa.

Upon finishing construction of the garden last November, my father came to visit me. To
celebrate the completion of the garden project, we traveled to Kyoto together to tour the
Japanese gardens there. We saw as many gardens as time would permit, admiring all of the
hard work, artistic skill and patience it took to create them. It was a very touching visit for
me, sharing with my father the excitement and interest for traditional Japanese culture which
1 have felt since I started learning Japanese back in high school.

The Japanese garden in Pocatello is certainly different from the famous gardens I have seen
in Japan, but I view this as a good thing - it takes the concept of a Japanese garden and
adapts it to the landscape of Idaho, expressing both local flavor and an international outlook. I
am very proud of my father and all of the volunteers who put so much time and effort into
the project, and look forward to watching the cherry trees in the garden grow and mature
over the years to come.

(1) Sakuteiki: Japan's oldest known text on gardening design. It is thought to have been written
during the Heian period.
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