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Is It Funny?

People often say that the most difficult thing to understand in a foreign
culture is humor. Not only does it require a firm command of the language,
but also an awareness of what is considered humor in a given place, and a
sense of what is appropriate or inappropriate to say. As someone who loves
a good joke, I am fascinated by what makes people laugh in different places
around the world.

Oftentimes when I watch movies or TV in Japan with others, I am
surprised by people around me laughing at things that I don't find funny at
alll There are times when I don't understand the context or the joke itself,
but sometimes, I understand perfectly what's going on in front of me and
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