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"Black Friday"

All of America celebrates Thanksgiving on the fourth Thurs-
day in November, but recently another even more important
holiday has come about. It's the day after Thanksgiving, "Black
Friday." Once Thanksgiving is over, Americans start to feel
Christmas getting closer, so the next day they flock to malls and
other shops. Since that Friday is also a holiday, stores of course
take advantage of this opportunity. It's normal for them to open
before 5, 4, or even 1AM sometimes, and lure customers with
huge sales of 50% off or more. Every year more than one million
people scramble over cheap presents on this day.

It has the strange name of "Black Friday" because on this day
retailers' profits are "in the black," that is to say they are not "in
the red." The theory is that because of this, it started to be called
"Black Friday." However, it is not the most profitable day of the
year. That is the last Saturday before Christmas, "Super
Saturday." There is also "Cyber Monday," the Monday after
Thanksgiving weekend, which is quite profitable for online
retailers, resulting in three special shopping days during this time
of year. The Christmas season in America is truly amazing.

Of course days like this are not appreciated by everyone. A
lot of people have started celebrating "Buy Nothing Day" instead
of "Black Friday." People protesting against buying more than is
necessary put on parades and other things on this day.

This year I'm glad I don't have to worry about being
swallowed up by waves of people on "Black Friday" morning, and
I will be able to enjoy a quiet (Labor) Thanksgiving Day in Japan.
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