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Happy Holidays!

In December there are many other holidays besides Christmas
in America. Hannukah starts sometime between late November
and late December depending on the year for Jewish people, and
Ramadan sometimes starts in December too depending on the
year for Muslims. Additionally, African Americans also celebrate
Kwanzaa from December 26th to January lst. They celebrate for
7 days, so as not to forget the African names, culture and more
than were lost by their enslaved ancestors. The recently popular
"Festivus" is a holiday celebrated by people who are tired of the
consumerism of the Christmas season. It's a sarcastic holiday,
where they do things like putting up an aluminum "Festivus Pole"
instead of a Christmas tree.

But the most popular holiday is of course Christmas. There are
many people who enjoy Christmas, even if theyre not Christian.
My Indian friends were Hindu, but every December they would
put up Christmas trees and exchange gifts. Christmas has become
more cultural than religious.

Since there are so many holidays in December, stores and shops
started not saying "Merry Christmas,' but "Happy Holidays"
instead. At first this was fine, but once "Christmas Trees" started
being sold as "Holiday Trees," obviously the people who
celebrated Christmas got angry. They boycotted stores that sold
"Holiday Trees," and they turned them back to "Christmas Tress"
in the end. But since there are a lot of people who put up Christ-
mas trees and don't celebrate Christmas, calling them "Holiday
Trees' might be more appropriate. If aluminum poles from the
recently popular Festivus were ever sold as "Christmas Poles," ..I
wouldn't want to think about what would happen.
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