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Happy New Years!

The first day of the year is an important holiday in any country, but
compared to the craziness of Christmas in America, New Years Eve
and New Years are mild. Maybe it's because Christmas is so intensely
celebrated, and then after that everyone is tired, but New Year
celebrations in America are usually no more than small parties. Also,
though it may come as a surprise, New Year celebrations in America
are not on the first day of the year, but only the day before, on New
Years Eve. People gather with relatives and friends who live close by,
eat together, talk about events from the last year and their new years
resolutions, and then don't go home until after midnight. They also
usually watch the New York Times Square ball drop during the last
minute of the year on TV. Even if they don't watch the whole thing,
almost all Americans watch at least the last few seconds. Once it's
completely fallen, they drink champagne and bang pots and pans
together to bring in the new year.

I think that the Japanese New Year is more like Christmas in
America than New Years in America. The money given to children on
New Years is like Christmas presents, the New Years cards are the
same as Christmas greeting cards sent to family and friends, and even
kadomatsu look like Christmas trees. And the people who don't usually
go to shrines and temples but go on New Years are little different
from the people who go to church once a year on Christmas.

But there is one similarity between New Years celebrations in
America and Japan. It's that they're both days off. Even though New
Years vacation in America is not as long as in Japan, since Christmas
vacation is several days long, usually December 31st and January lst
are days off. If January lst wasn't a day off, then the people who were
up past midnight the night before would probably fall asleep on their
desks at work.

I hope that 2011 ends up being a great year for everyone!
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