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The Season of Parting

March is often called the "season of parting" in Japan. One of the
reasons for that is because March is the end of the Japanese school
year. In the US. on the other hand, the school year ends in June, and
then starts again in September, so June is the "season of parting” and
is when graduations are held. March is just completely normal with
nothing special, which is very different from Japan.

Speaking of graduations, there are a lot of similarities between
Japan and the U.S. The school principal calling names one by one and
giving out diplomas, student representatives giving speeches, and then
after that the graduates giving their last goodbyes to their teachers
are all basically the same. But there are a lot of differences too. For
example in the US. there are no school songs, so the graduates don't
sing anything. They also don't wear uniforms, but graduation gowns
instead. They even come out at graduations for schools where
uniforms are worn daily. Since they don't wear uniforms, boys don't
give the second button from the top on their uniform to girls they like.
Instead they give them their class ring*, but since they're expensive
the girls usually give them back eventually. But if they break up
before giving it back, well then that's just too bad.

Another difference is that the student representatives giving the
speeches are not the class presidents or anything, but rather just the
top two students with the best grades in the class. Once the gradua-
tion is over, everyone cheers loudly together and throws their hats
into the air, full of excitement. But no matter how you look at it,
graduations in March are better. The reason why is because I was
born in March, so you can celebrate graduation and my birthday at the
same time!

*Class ring: A ring to commemorate high school or college graduation.
Usually $250 - $1,250.
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