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The 4th of July

Do you know what the "American War of Independence" is
called in the U.S.? The right answer is the "American Revolution."
I don't know if it was really a revolution or not, but it's interesting
that it goes by a different name. Also, July 4th is Independence
Day in America, but it's usually just called the "4th of July" in the
U.S. The 4th of July is a day to remember July 4th, 1776, when the
Declaration of Independence was signed, the U.S. was officially
declared independent from Britain, and the American Revolution
began. It's a very important holiday for Americans.

When Americans think about the 4th of July, they imagine
fireworks and barbeques. On that day, public firework displays
everywhere put on quite a show, though unlike Japan personal-use
fireworks are banned in some states. The barbeques are also a
little different from those in Japan. For example American
barbeques are usually held at people's houses in their backyards
where they gather with friends and family and cook lots of stuff
on the grill. That stuff is mostly hot dogs and hamburgers, with
sometimes ribs, steaks and chicken too. Grilling vegetables like in
Japan is basically unthinkable. Even vegetarians forgo vegetables
and sometimes cook tofu burgers and such.

Also every year on July 4th there is a famous hot dog eating
contest, and from 2001 to 2006 a Japanese man named Takeru
Kobayashi had a six year winning streak. After that, from 2007 to
last year, an American named Joey Chestnut managed to win, and
in 2009 he set a new record by eating 68 hot dogs in 10 minutes.
That is unbelievable! I'd like to bring in the 4th of July this year
by having a barbeque of my own, but I think I'm going to pass on
inviting Mr. Kobayashi or Mr. Chestnut to it.
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