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I Love Hawaiian Shirts

When I first came to Okinawa, I immediately fell in love with zariyushi
Hawaiian shirts. In fact, I think I've fallen in love with them a little too much,
since I wear them all year long. People who drink hot coffee to keep warm,
or people who wear three layers of clothing might not be able to believe it,
but I'm perfectly fine wearing a short-sleeve kariyushi even in the middle of
winter here in Okinawa. I've often wondered why I'm fine even though the
people around me are all cold, and I think there are a lot of reasons.

First, I think the most important reason is that I'm from Massachusetts
in the U.S. In Massachusetts, it can get well below freezing, and winter in
Okinawa is like early fall there, so I think I'm a bit hardier against the cold
than most Okinawans. In fact, in Massachusetts if you say you feel cold
before it starts snowing, then most people will just laugh at you. And even
when it does snow, there are many who keep wearing shorts even though
they're also wearing a thick sweater or jacket. That's because even though
it's very cold outside, inside of buildings the heaters can be set so high that
you'd be sweating otherwise.

One other reason I feel warm is probably because I don't understand
Celsius temperatures. In the U.S., we don't use Celsius, but Fahrenheit
instead, so I'm not quite used to Celsius yet (0 degrees Celsius = 32 degrees
Fahrenheit). So for example if I hear that today's temperature will be 14.2
degrees Celsius, I have no idea if that's warm or cold. But when I don't
know what to think, I just go with feeling warm, since that feels so much
nicer. It seems as though getting used to Celsius isn't the only thing I have
to get used to though; since I'm going to be wearing &ariyushi in the middle
of winter, I need to get used to people asking me "aren't you cold?" every
time they see me.
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