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Give Me a Break, Mother Nature!

Over a month has passed since I came to Okinawa. Despite it
being a short amount of time, typhoons have been hitting the main
island of Okinawa at about a once every other week pace. The first
typhoon since coming to Okinawa was Typhoon Haikui (#13). As
Typhoon Haikui was passing through the main island of Okinawa,
it was a Sunday morning and I was moving into the apartment I
currently live in. Climbing up and down the stairs of a three-story
apartment building in strong gusts and rain with my relatives was
quite terrible. Now that I think about it, there probably aren’t very
many people who moved during those gusts of Typhoon Haikui.
So, I believe I experienced something incredible!

The next typhoon I experienced is one that I'm sure you all
remember as well - Typhoon Bolaven (#15). It has been nearly 60
years since a typhoon as large as Bolaven has come through
Okinawa, and even locals I know who are used to typhoons were
in a clamor. In order to prepare for the typhoon, I bought bottled
water, candles, and even non-perishable foods. I was planning on
going to a music festival that was scheduled to be held that
weekend, but due to the typhoon, it is now postponed until
November. I ended up spending that entire weekend not taking
one step out of my apartment.

As I am writing this article, a new typhoon is on its way and is
approaching Okinawa. This time, it’s Typhoon Sanba (#16). I had
made plans last month to go camping with a large group of friends
at a beach on Tokashiki Island for this weekend, and once again it
seems as though my plans have been ruined due to the typhoon.
These three typhoons have one thing in common. That is the fact
that each of them come on weekends! I want to continue to
explore the nature of Okinawa, but Mother Nature doesn’t seem to
want to let me.
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