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Christmas Memories

I have celebrated Christmas every year since I was born.
Christmas is a Christian holiday, but my family has never done
anything religious for it. When I lived in the United States, relatives
from my father’s side would gather at his childhood home on
Christmas, and we would all spend it together by eating and being
cheerful. In the United States, Thanksgiving is held at the end of
November. Once Thanksgiving Day passes, my family brings out the
Christmas tree and various other decorations from the storage, and
we spend the entire day decorating. For my family, that marks the
beginning of our Christmas festivities. Indiana gets fairly cold in
December, but seeing lights and Christmas trees around houses
makes everything gorgeous, thus easing the chilliness of the rest of
the month until the holiday.

I have a lot of enjoyable Christmas memories, but among them
is a shocking memory, too. It was when I was seven years old and I
had attended a Christmas event hosted by my father’s workplace. In
the United States, it’s customary for children to sit on Santa Claus’s
lap to ask for something they may want. Santa Claus was at my
father’s workplace’s event, where he was having all of the children
take turns sitting on his lap, one by one. Eventually it was my turn,
and as I approached Santa..what did I notice?! That "Santa" was my
father’s co-worker! I rounded my eyes and couldn’t stop staring. I
can recall being shocked as I realized: Santa was a fake! There aren’t
any other Christmas memories more shocking to me than when I
was seven years old. 'm now 22, and I can’t help but laugh when I
look back and think of what happened. Do any of you have similar
experiences?

I normally eat ham or turkey with my relatives, which is part
of the American-style Christmas that I've come to know. However,
this year, I plan on having a "Japanese-style" Christmas. I would like
to challenge myself into trying Kentucky Fried Chicken and cake
this time around. It is a bit strange, though. I've grown up with
American-style Christmases since I was a child, and now that I
wouldn’t mind experiencing something a little different, let me know
if you have any interesting ideas!
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