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Spring Has Arrived

As the season changes from winter to spring, it’s certain with the
outdoor scenery, but doesn’t your mood change as well? Is there anyone
who found it difficult to go outdoors, only to lay around the house during
the chilly winter, who is now full of energy? In America, as the cold and
lengthy winter turns into spring, a cleanup called "spring cleaning" will
begin. It's customary to have a major cleanup of the house on New
Year’s Eve in Japan, but in Western countries, it’s a custom to take part in
spring cleaning as it becomes warmer. Since I have relations to both
Japan and America, I take part in the New Year’s Eve cleaning as well as
spring cleaning. Fellow Urasoe City residents should definitely give
"Spring’s Major Cleanup" a try! I think you'll end up feeling positive and
refreshed.

By the way, whenever I hear the word "spring”, I think of flowers.
A memory that left a deep impression on me are the cherry blossoms
from the cherry blossom festival I attended when I lived in Aomori. The
site surrounding Hirosaki Castle was filled with cherry blossom trees as
far as the eye could see, and no matter where I looked up, there were
beautiful cherry blossoms right before my eyes. Even when I lived in
Virginia, I had the chance to go to the National Cherry Blossom Festival
in Washington DC. It’s been said that in 1912, former Tokyo Mayor Yukio
Ozaki, sent cherry blossom trees to Washington as a gift to help
strengthen connections between Japan and America. The image of
"spring equals cherry blossoms" might be just as infiltrated throughout
Americans as it is with the Japanese. There aren’t very many cherry
blossoms where I'm from in Indiana, but whenever I saw the dogwoods
blooming in the spring, I felt the cheerfulness associated with the season.

By taking in the energy of the spring flowers that are in bloom,
you should be able to start fresh and work hard in the new fiscal year!
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