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Connected by Social Media

As of lately, technology is developing in all countries
and no matter where you are in the world, you are
connected to the Internet.

I periodically work as an interpreter for participants
from the JICA Okinawa International Center. The
participants hail from countries in Africa, Central and
South America, Southeast Asia and Oceania; I always
spot them with the latest versions of smartphones, and
it's obvious as to just how far cellular phones and their
communication technology have come along. Sometimes
the JICA participants will casually ask me, “do you
have a Facebook?” at which point I realized anywhere
you go in this world, everyone is connected through
social media.

I've moved around a lot ever since I was in elementary
school and around the time I was in junior high, I began
using social media sites and email to keep in touch with
my friends. Now, Facebook and applications such as
LINE and Instagram are imperative to my everyday life.
Due to me living alone here in Okinawa and being far
away from a lot of my family and friends, with being
able to send messages and make phone calls for free
with LINE, it's such a huge help. I also enjoy using
Instagram, where I can edit and post pictures I've taken
on trips to share with my friends.

We are now living in a generation where we can get in
touch with anyone by using social media. The world is
enormous, but thanks to the Internet, we're all
connected.
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