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Valentine's Day

Have you ever received any candy or flowers on Valen-
tine's Day? The Valentine's Day that I know is vastly differ-
ent from Japan's. It's normal for both men and women to
give each other gifts like flowers, chocolates and cards to
their significant other or to the person they have feelings
for. Therefore, unlike Japan, Western countries do not have
giri choco (Obligatory chocolates) or White Day.

Many American kindergarten and elementary students
prepare for Valentine's Day by decorating their classrooms
and giving out candy and cards to their fellow classmates.
Activities differ from school to school, but when I was in
elementary school, Valentine's Day was something I looked
forward to every year. After passing out candy to class-
mates, we would make Valentine's cards for our parents;
my mom and dad always loved them.

The way adults spend their Valentine's is much more
romantic. Many couples exchange gifts and go out to eat at
nice restaurants, too. High school and college students
might give their significant other a stuffed animal with
some chocolates, but working adults take that to the next
level. Adults often purchase more luxurious items, such as
jewelry and a dozen roses. However, there's no doubt that,
rather than receiving expensive gifts, the heartfelt and
thoughtful ones are what will make the recipient the happi-
est. Many couples consider Valentine's Day to be a very
special day, so the most important thing is to make sure
you're able to get your feelings across to your significant
other.

I currently live over 10,000 kilometers away from my
boyfriend, and I'm still thinking about what I should send
him. Hmm, maybe some homemade candies and a card...
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