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American Politics (Part 1)

In America, many people begin learning about American political
systems when they are freshmen in High School. Despite this, the
number of Americans who have a full understanding of, say, the
Presidential Election is surprisingly small. At the moment, America
is right in the middle of selecting the candidates for the General
Election, so this month I would like to explain a little bit about how
the selection process works.

As you might know, the General Election does not happen right
away. First, there are a series of preliminary elections that come in
two categories, either Primary Elections or Caucuses, and these
elections are done state by state and party by party.

“Party by party” means that, if you are registered as a Democrat,
then you may only vote for Bernie Sanders or Hilary Clinton in this
year’s primary election. If, for example, you are registered as a
Democrat and think that you might want to vote for Donald Trump,
you will not be permitted to vote for him. Because he is a Republican,
By the way, you may have heard of something called “Super Tuesday”
which is a special day when several important primary elections
occur. But do you know why elections in America historically occur
on Tuesday? When the primary/caucus system first came about,
America was an agrarian society and it would take farmers a long
time to travel to a polling station. Since Sunday is the Sabbath, they
would have to depart on Monday to make it to the polls in time for
the election on Tuesday.

Like Japan, America has a multi-party system. However, the
Republican and Democratic parties are the largest and most likely
to win the presidency. Actually, of the 44 men who have been
President, only 10 have been from a third party, and the last of
those 10 men was president over 150 years ago.

So, what do you think of American Presidential Elections?
Complicated? From time to time, I will be writing more about the
American political system, so be sure to keep an eye out!
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