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American Politics (Religion in America)

Did you know that, according to the U.S. Constitution, America is
a secular state? This month, I would like to explain a little bit about
the current state of affairs of religion in America.

Many of the basic rights of American citizens are outlined in the
Bill of Rights (the first 10 amendments to the constitution); including
such fundamentals as Free Speech, Freedom of Religion and the
Right to Bear Arms. According to the first Amendment, congress
may not make a law which infringes upon an American citizen's
right to practice religion. A law banning the practice of Islam, for
example, would be unconstitutional. On the other hand, congress also
may not make a law which gives preference to any religion. This is
because America has something called, “Separation of Church and
State” which means that religion and politics are separate and
sovereign entities and are not to be entangled.

Currently in the US. there is debate going on over a prominent
issue pertaining to the separation of church and state called, “Teach
the Controversy”. There are many Christian people in America who
believe that Evolution is an incomplete theory, and so would like
Creationism to be taught in schools in order to inform children that
there is another explanation. The main point of Creationism is that
life does not evolve, but was rather created by God in its current
form roughly 5000 years ago. Of course there are also variations on
Creationism. Pope Francis, for example, accepts Evolution as science
explains it, but maintains that God was the one who set it all in
motion. At present, about 48% of Americans believe in Creationism
of some kind. When faced with this fact, it is easy to see how this
could be a highly controversial issue.

There are also those who are opposed to Creationism being taught
in public schools and argue that Evolution is a scientific fact, that it
would go against the separation of church and state and that at the
very least it should be kept out of science classrooms.

According to recent Supreme Court rulings on such issues,
Creationism has no scientific evidence to back it up, and so to teach
it in a public school science classroom would be unconstitutional.
Even so, those who fight to have Creationism taught in schools are
still quite actively pursuing that goal. No matter how you look at it,
this is not an issue that appears as though it will come to an end any
time soon.
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