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The Fourth of July- An Important Day in America

In Urasoe, July is a sign that the Tedako Festival is drawing
closer. In America, we have a very important holiday that happens
on July 4th - Independence Day! On this day, people from all over
the States begin to feel the “Fourth of July mood”; I personally love
Independence Day. So, this month I want to talk a bit about the
history and the celebration of America’s Independence Day.

The Fourth of July marks the day in 1776 that the Declaration
of Independence was adopted by the 13 colonies. It was actually 7
years later in 1783 that America, which had previously been under
English control, was officially recognized as an independent nation.
Originally, America was not “America”’, but a string of colonies.
Representatives from each colony gathered together two times to
have discussions which eventually led to the independence of the
colonies as, “The United States of America”; the two gatherings are
known as the first and second Continental Congress, both of which
were held in my hometown of Philadelphial

So, how do we celebrate Independence Day? In many places,
there are large scale parades that take place! The parades in places
like Washington D.C. and New York City are famous, and you
can even watch them on television. During the day, we celebrate
with our friends and families, laughing, talking and barbequing.
I love a good barbeque and my friends and I begin planning our
Fourth of July barbeque well in advance. However, I think that
even Americans could not tell you the reason why everyone has a
barbeque on Independence Day.

Then, at night, we go to see the fireworks! This is kind of like
Tedako Festival, isn't it? In America, large cities like Philadelphia
and New York hold huge fireworks displays every year. However,
even smaller cities have exciting fireworks displays, making this a
special day for Americans living all over the country.

Lastly, I want to say that America’s Independence Day is much
more than just a holiday. For Americans, this is a day to think
seriously about our country. Like the representatives from the 13
colonies 242 years ago, it is a chance for us to talk about things like
independence, freedom and human rights. Independence Day is a lot
of fun, but it is also a very important day.
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