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A 3 Month Long Summer Break

What comes to your mind when you think of summer break?
American students probably think of things like going to the beach,
homework and internships. I think this is probably very similar to
Japan. But, something about American summer break that is very
different from Japanese summer break is its length! So, this month
I would like to talk a little bit about how American students often
spend their long vacations!

In America, most elementary, middle and high schools start their
summer vacation towards the middle of June, and then start classes
again towards the end of August. So how do students spend all that
time? Well, when I was in elementary school, each year my family
and I would spend two or so weeks playing at the beach! Also,
because elementary schools give little to no summer homework, I
was also able to go to summer camp, play with my friends, and have
small adventures outside! When I was in middle school, I started to
get more summer homework (the type of homework varies from
school to school, but I was often assigned things like book reports). I
was still able to go on vacation, but I had to make time for studying
too. In high school, it is common to get a lot of summer reading
assignments that will then be used in your English class once school
starts. Although it can start to feel like a lot, no matter how much
homework you have, the length of our summer vacation leaves lots
of free time.

In college, summer vacation is different from grade school. First
of all, you should know that American semesters are the opposite of
Japanese semesters. Our first semester starts in August and ends
in December, then our second semester starts in January and ends
in June or July. So, starting in early June or July, there are many
American college students who will take a summer internship.
Additionally, it is common for college students to take summer
courses for credits, do a summer study abroad or get a part time
job to earn some money.

So what do you think about American summer vacation? Does it
sound fun? Or maybe you think it's too long? In the coming months,
I will be writing an article about summer internships in America, so
keep an eye out!
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