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The Heart of Philadelphia: Rocky Balboa

My hometown of Philadelphia is famous for many things including the
U.S. Constitution, the Liberty Bell and the Declaration of Independence.
However, arguably more famous than anything else in Philadelphia is
the statue of Rocky Balboa that humbly stands next to the front stairs
of the Philadelphia Art Museum.

Rock Balboa is the protagonist of the 1976 movie, “Rocky". From the
time Rocky was a kid, he boxed, and so when he grew up he became a
professional boxer. But by the time he was 30 he was still only a third
rate fighter. With no other prospects for jobs, Rocky was down and out
of luck, betting on boxing matches for money. However, Rocky is
endowed with a rare chance to prove his worth when the heavyweight
champion of the world, Apollo Creed, selects Rocky Balboa to be his
opponent in a heavyweight exhibition match in Philadelphia. It is then
that Rocky begins hard training with his friend and coach Mickey in
order to prepare for the match. Apollo Creed however, thinks that he
will be able to deal with this no name boxer easily, choosing Rocky as
his opponent only because he liked his nickname, “The Italian Stallion".
If you haven't seen the movie, this will probably be a spoiler! In the end,
Rocky loses the fight by split decision. But even against unbeatable odds,
Rocky fought his heart out against the champion of the world, and he
made it all the way to the last bell.

Rocky is much more than just a boxing movie; it shows the racial and
social class diversity of Philadelphia and represents the tough and
durable soul of the city. I think that you can see the influence that Rocky
has had on Philadelphia in a number of places, but nowhere is probably
more famous than the “Rocky Steps'. Every day, hundreds of people run
up the front stairs of the Philadelphia Art Museum and raise their hands
in celebration at the top, just like Rocky did in that famous scene.

In Rocky's own words, “.it really don't matter if I lose this fight.
Nobody's ever gone the distance with Creed, and if I can go that distance,
you see, and that bell rings and I'm still standin’, I'm gonna know for the
first time in my life, see, that I weren't just another bum.." It might be a
cliche, but the most important message in Rocky is that even if all the
odds are stacked against you, if you work hard enough you can still win,
and in that way, I think Rocky represents the heart of Philadelphia.
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