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movies and television shows, a scene that depicts a formal dance
party at a high school. That kind of dance is called, “Prom”, which is o
an abbreviation of the word, “Promenade”. This month, I would like
to tell you a little bit about this piece of culture that is common in
America and Canada, but you will not find in Japan.

Prom, an event held in the last year of high school (year 4 in
America and year 3 in Japan), is a dance party that is generally only
for the senior class students, but anyone can go if they are asked to the
dance by a member of the senior class. When asking someone to
prom, it is common for a boy to ask a girl, “Will you go to prom with
me?” but recently videos of very intricate prom proposals have been
popular on YouTube. These types of proposals, that are often very
similar to wedding proposals, are common among couples who are
already dating; often, the boy will make use of his girlfriend’s hobby
or favorite music in the proposal. For this reason, the act of asking
someone to prom is often called a, “Promposal”. Of course, it is also
possible for a girl to ask a boy to the prom, or for same sex couples to
g0 to prom together.

On the day of the dance, students wear formal clothing and,
traditionally, the man will pick his tie, a corsage (a decorative flower
worn by a girl on her wrist) and a boutonniere (a decorative flower
pinned to a man’s jacket) to match the color of his date’s dress. The ARmER
location of prom itself probably differs from school to school, but AT s
many schools decide to have their prom in the ballroom of a hotel or
museum. My own prom was held at the Please Touch Museum in
Philadelphia. At the venue, tables and chairs are set up, music plays,
and stylish decorations and lighting are also in place. Of course there
is also a dance floor. Friends arrive to the prom together, often in a
limousine or a bus, and inside the venue couples have their picture
professionally taken. Everyone dances, talks, eats and has fun until
the dance is over. After the prom, it is also common for friends to go
to the beach together. This is called, “After Prom”.

Prom is a fun time, and is an event that some students look forward
to from the time they are freshman on. Other students think of prom
as a sort of celebration of their graduation from high school, so it is
considered to be a very important event.
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