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A Founding Father, But Never a President

Benjamin Franklin is a historical figure known to every American.
I think that a lot of Japanese people have probably at least heard his
name, but do you know about the things that he did? This month, I
would like to introduce you to a man who, despite his role as a found-
ing father of the United States, never became president: Benjamin
Franklin.

Benjamin Franklin was born on January 17th, 1706 in British con-
trolled Boston, in the Province of Massachusetts Bay (modern day
Boston, Massachusetts). He finished school at the age of 10, and at the
age of 12 became apprentice to his older brother who was a printer.
Through his apprenticeship, he enhanced his awareness of the con-
cept of “freedom” and wrote in his brother’s newspaper, “[There can
be] no such thing as public liberty without freedom of speech.” Later,
when Franklin was 17, he quit his internship without the blessing of
his brother and ran away to Philadelphia.

In Philadelphia, Franklin again found work as a printer, but then
went to London by order of the Governor of Pennsylvania to work
as a typesetter. Upon returning to Philadelphia, Franklin returned
to his work as a printer. Around that time, Franklin conceived of
America’s first free lending library in Philadelphia. Furthermore, in
addition to creating America’s first fire department and zoo, Franklin
established the Philadelphia Academy (which would later become the
University of Pennsylvania) and the American Philosophical Society.

As he grew older, Franklin retired from printing and became a
well-respected politician. In addition to having a large influence on
the creation of the Bill of Rights and the United States Constitution,
through his life Franklin also held the offices of U.S. Postmaster Gen-
eral, Governor of Pennsylvania, Ambassador to France, and Ambas-
sador to Sweden. At the same time, Franklin had great interest in
science and performed a variety of experiments. He was especially
interested in electricity and, in 1752, performed perhaps his most
famous experiment; flying a kite during an electrical storm, Franklin
proved that lightening is in fact electricity!

The United States owes a lot to Benjamin Franklin. He is known
as an important historical figure and his portrait even appears on
the face of the 100 dollar bill. Though he never became president, I
do not think that the America we know today would exist if not for
Benjamin Franklin.
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